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Figure 1: Unemployment rates total - April 1999 - NUTS 2 
In April 1999, the unemployment rate in the NUTS-2 regions of the European 
Union varied between 2.1% and 28.7%. Breakdowns by gender and age 
highlight even greater regional differences. The rate of unemployment among 
women, for example, ranged from 2.0% to 41.4%, while between 3.5% and 
65.2% of under-25s were out of work. 
EU unemployment rates vary between 2.1% and 28.7% 
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Table 1: The regions of the European Union with the 
highest/lowest unemployment rates in April 1999 (in %) 
The unemployment rate in the European Union, i.e. the 
ratio of unemployed persons to the total economically 
active population, stood at 9.4% in April 1999. At 
national and, in particular, regional level, there were 
marked deviations from this average figure. 
Taking only the NUTS 2 regions into consideration, 
though excluding French overseas departments for data 
reasons, the unemployment rate varied between 2.1% 
In the Finish region of Aland and 28.7% in the Italian 
region of Calabria. Related in each case to 100 
members of the economically active population, 
Calabria thus had around 13 times more jobless people 
than the region of Aland. 
Of the 205 regions under consideration, as many as 47 
achieved an unemployment rate in April 1999 of at most 
4.7% - lower than half the EU average. These 47 
NUTS-2 regions were spread over 9 Member States, 
with Greece, Spain, France, Ireland and Sweden being 
the only countries where no NUTS-2 region had an 
unemployment rate of less or equal than 4.7%. This was 
also the case for the NUTS-1 region of Denmark. At the 
other end of the scale were 11 regions in Italy, Spain 
and Germany where the unemployment rate stood at 
more than 18.9% and was thus at least half as high 
again as the overall European Union average. 
Table 1 lists the regions with the lowest and the highest 
unemployment rates in April 1999. 
Table 2 additionally gives some idea of the regional differences within the Member States. Particularly striking are 
the pronounced differences between the regions with the lowest and the highest unemployment rates in some 
Member States, such as Germany (Oberbayern : 4,0%, compared with Dessau : 20,9%) or Italy (Trentino-Alto 




































































Table 2: Range of unemployment ratefor NUTS 2 regions in the EU Member States in April 1999 
Statistics in focus — Theme 1 — 3/2000 ■ 
eurostat 
Some marked year-on-year changes - falls of up to 5.4 percentage points 
Changes in the unemployment rate from April 1998 to 
April 1999 varied in the regions under consideration 
between a fall of 5.4 percentage points in the Spanish 
region of Canarias and a rise of 3.9 percentage points 
in the Greek region of Anatoliki Makedonia, Thraki. 
Overall, out of the 205 regions considered 153 recorded 
a fall, only 44 a rise (8 remained unchanged). Most of 
the regions with the biggest reductions in the 
unemployment rate were mainly in Spain, while the 
regions with the biggest increase were in Greece. Table 
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Table 3: The regions of the European Union with the 
highest decrease and increase respectively of 
unemployment rates from April 1998 to April 1999 (in 
percentage points) 
Youth unemployment rate between 3,5% and 65,2% 
Regional differences in the youth unemployment rate, 
i.e. the rate of unemployment among the active 
population under 25 years of age, are much more 
pronounced than in the overall unemployment rate. In 
April 1999, youth unemployment varied between 3.5% 
in the Austrian Land of Niederösterreich and 65.2% in 




























On the youth unemployment front, too, a whole series of 
regions posted rates differing markedly from the EU 
average of 17.8%. In April 1999, the rate stood at less 
than 10% in as many as 61 regions, while 18 regions 
recorded levels in excess of 40%. 
The 61 regions with relatively low unemployment among 
young people were almost all in Northern and Central 
Europe : 20 in Germany, 14 in the Netherlands, 11 in 
the United Kingdom, 9 in Austria, 4 in Portugal, 1 each 
in Italy and Ireland, and the Member State Luxembourg. 
The 18 regions with particularly high rates, on the other 
hand, were nearly all in the Mediterranean area : 8 in 
Italy, 4 in Spain and 2 in Greece ; 2 regions each in 
Belgium and in Finland. 
Table 4 lists the regions with the highest and lowest 
youth unemployment rates in April 1999. 
Table 4: The regions of the European Union with the 
highest/lowest young unemployment rates in April 1999 
(in %) 
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Table 5: Range of youth unemployment rate for NUTS 2 Regions in the EU Member States in April 1999 
Table 5 additionally sets out the regional differences within the Member States. Once again, major discrepancies 
emerge, e.g. in Italy, with levels ranging from 7.4% in the region of Trentino-Alto Adige to 65.2% in Calabria. In 
Belgium, Greece, Spain, France and Finland too, however, the difference between the highest and the lowest 
figure was more than 20 percentage points. 
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The youth unemployment rate decreased in 134 of the 
205 regions under consideration from April 1998 to April 
1999. The biggest decreases occurred in the Spanish 
regions of Rioja with 13.3% and Baleares with 11.3%, in 
the French region Picardie with 8.6% and in the Dutch 
region Flevoland with 8.3%. 
At the other end of the spectrum, however, a total of 7 
regions posted a rise of more than 7 percentage points 
in their youth unemployment rates. As can be seen from 
Table 6, all of them are in Italy (4), in Greece (2) and in 
Belgium (1). 
Table 6: The regions of the European Union with the 
highest decrease and increase respectively of young 
unemployment rates from April 1998 to April 1999 (in 
percentage points) 
Statistics in focus — Theme 1 — 3/2000 -
eurostat 
Female unemployment rates in EU regions ranging from 2.0% to 41.4% in 1999 
In April 1999, the rate of unemployment among women in the regions of the European Union ranged from 2.0% to 
41.4%. The lowest figure, 2.0% for the region Berkshire, Bucks & Oxfordshire (United Kingdom) was very little 
below the second-lowest figure of 2.4% for the Finnish region of Aland. The highest rates were recorded at 41.4% 
for the Italian region of Calabria and the Spanish regions of Ceuta y Melilla (38.0%), Andalucía (37.5%) and 
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Table 7: Range of female unemployment rate for NUTS 2 Regions in the EU Member States in April 1999 
Female unemployment rate in decline in most regions from 1998 to 1999 
As well as the youth unemployment rate, the rate of 
unemployment among women fell in most regions 
between April 1998 and April 1999. In a total of 159 
regions, it fell by between 0.1 and 6.1 percentage 
points, whereas in 63 regions it rose by between 0.1 
and 6.8% percentage points. In the other regions, it 
remained unchanged. The regions experiencing more 
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Table 8: The regions of the European Union with the 
highest decrease and increase respectively of female 
unemployment rates from April 1998 to April 1999 (in 
percentage points) 
eurostat 
• 3/2000 — Theme 1 — Statistics in focus 
Female unemployment rate lower than male rate in as many as 63 regions 
A comparison of the overall unemployment rate with that among women in April 1999 shows that, in 63 of the 205 
regions taken into account, the female rate was lower than the overall unemployment rate and thus also lower than 
that among men. Of these 63 regions, 36 were in the United Kingdom, 17 in Germany, 6 in Sweden, 2 each in 
Finland and in Ireland. 
A comparison of these rates with the overall figures for the regions under consideration in the Member States 
shows that, in 6 out of the 8 Swedish regions, in the 2 Irish regions, and in 36 out of the 37 regions of the United 
Kingdom, the unemployment rate among women was lower than among men. Further details are included in the 
extensive coverage provided by Table 9. 
Figure 2: Unemployment rates females - April 1999 - NUTS 2 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 9: Unemployment in the regions of the European Union 
(1) NUTS-1 
eurostat ■ 3/2000 — Theme 1 — Statistics in focus 
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Table 9: Unemployment in the regions of the European Union (continuation) 
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Table 9: Unemployment in the regions of the European Union (continuation) 
im 
eurostat 
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DERBYSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
LEICESTERSHIRE, RUTLAND & NORTHANTS 
LINCOLNSHIRE 
WEST MIDLANDS 
HEREFORDSHIRE, WORCESTERSHIRE & WARKS 










BERKSHIRE BUCKS & OXFORDSHIRE 
SURREY, EAST & WEST SUSSEX 
HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT 
KENT 
SOUTH WEST 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE WILTSHIRE & NORTH SOMERSET 
DORSET & SOMERSET 
CORNWALL & ISLES OF SCILLY 
DEVON 
WALES 
WEST WALES & THE VALLEYS 
EAST WALES 
SCOTLAND 
NORTH EASTERN SCOTLAND 
EASTERN SCOTLAND 
SOUTH WESTERN SCOTLAND 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 9: Unemployment in the regions of the European Union 
F l Statistics in focus — Theme 1 — 3/2000 ■ eurostat 
Methodological notes 
The unemployment rate is defined as the percentage of unemployed persons in the total economically active 
population. It relates to persons who are aged at least 15 at a certain point in time and can be broken down further 
by age and sex. The youth unemployment rate relates to persons under 25 years of age. 
The definition of unemployment is in line with the recommendations of the International Labour Office (ILO) and 
may, therefore, differ markedly from the respective national concepts. According to the international 
recommendations, a person is deemed to be unemployed if all three of the following conditions are met: 
a) he or she is without work during the survey reference week; 
b) he or she is available for work, being able to take up employment within two weeks; 
c) he or she has actively sought work over the past four weeks. 
The economically active population is defined as the total of unemployed and employed persons. Employed 
persons are all those in work during the reference period. 
Estimates of regional unemployment rates are based on the estimates of employed and unemployed persons taken 
from the Community Labour Force Survey at national level, in each case for a specific reference date in April. In a 
second step, the estimated jobless figures are broken down over the individual regions, applying the regional 
structures of registered unemployed persons or regionally representative results of labour force surveys. A similar 
procedure is followed in respect of employed persons, with regional results of labour force surveys or the regional 
structures of the most recent population censuses being used for régionalisation. 
Initially, separate estimates are made for the sub-populations comprising women under 25 years of age, women 
aged 25 and above, men under 25 years and men aged 25 and above. The estimates for unemployed and 
employed persons in the individual sub-populations are subsequently added together to obtain an estimate of the 
overall unemployment rate. 
Unemployment rates reflect the development at the labour market concerned. Labour market related political 
decisions and general political trends may therefore influence unemployment rates. The smaller the respective 
subpopulation, the more marked these effects will be. We can take as an example the youth unemployment rate: If 
low demand for labour means young people continue to go to school, the youth unemployment rate will be smaller 
than in the case when they look for jobs. Such effects should always be taken into account when interpreting 
unemployment rate. 
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